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Fly Lines From CADDIS

CADDIS News

Fly Rod Winner!
Congratulations to Grant Ehren, the
winner of the GLoomis fly rod raffle
– good fishing Grant.

Club Meeting
Dustin Sahlman from Cutthroat
Anglers in Little Rock will be our
speaker for the January meeting.
We’ll be looking forward to hearing
what he has to say on Monday
January 13th.  That’s this coming
Monday.  The time and location are
the same – 7:00 PM at All Saints
Episcopal Church on South Phoenix
in Russellville.

CADDIS Banquet
The annual CADDIS banquet is
scheduled for Saturday, February
22nd.  Davy Wotton will be our guest
speaker.  Davy is a wealth of
knowledge when it comes to fly
fishing and fly tying.  His fly tying
expertise is nothing short of
phenomenal.  Make plans to attend.

Quote

"When the Earth is whole, it is forgiving,
resilient, covering burned-over land with
blankets of fireweed, then alder thickets, then
cold pine forests; filtering water through
wetlands bright with sky; in every sun-washed
cell, creating oxygen; again and again
transforming death into life. But once it is
damaged, profaned, the power of the Earth to
heal itself seeps away, and with it goes its
power to nurture us."
-- Kathleen Dean Moore

FFF CODE OF ANGLING
ETHICS
Several years ago, an article
published in one of the national
sporting periodicals conveyed an
interesting message about outdoor
ethics. The author discussed his
recent attendance at a national
sporting society meeting where the
issue of sporting ethics was on the
agenda. Attendees generally agreed
with the many views and positions
expressed concerning ethics for the
hunter. But, according to the author,
when the topic changed to ethics for
the angler, few views and positions
were discussed and none agreed upon.

Since that time several articles about
ethics have appeared in other sporting
periodicals, some even addressing
angling ethics. But these discussions
seemed to lack a unifying theme or
approach. The issue of angling ethics
did seem to call out for examination
by the Federation of Fly Fishers.
During the Strategic Planning
meeting held in conjunction with our
2001 annual show, those in
attendance unanimously endorsed the

concept that FFF needed to develop
and promote a common angling ethic.
A committee was chartered to
research and develop a code.

The work of that committee resulted
in the following FFF Code of Angling
Ethics. The efforts of many went into
this work, and several contributed
more than their fair share. A special
thank you is extended to Jim Boyd,
Susan Halblom, Jerry McBride and
Marty Sheldon; without their
contributions the code would have
been lacking.
As the reader will note, the Code
expresses the belief that ethical
behavior is a key component of the
angling experience, and that anglers
must behave ethically towards each
other, non-anglers, and the
environment. Ethical angling
behavior is not a destination for one
to boost about reaching. Rather, it is a
continuous journey that will improve
the overall angling experience.

(Gary Grant, FFF Treasurer)

FFF's Code

The mission of the Federation of Fly
Fishers is to lead activities that
enhance and support the fly fishing
experience for all anglers who fish
with the artificial fly. As part of our
efforts to educate through fly fishing,
we believe that ethical behavior is a
key component of the angling
experience. While the need to
preserve for all anglers the natural
beauty and quality of fisheries for
future generations is paramount,
consideration for fellow anglers
cannot be overlooked.

FFF believes it essential that fly
anglers in all waters embrace an ethic
that embodies consideration for the

Dedicated to promoting the
enjoyment of fly fishing

through education,
conservation and
sportsmanship.
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environment and for others whether
they are fishing or not. This Code of
Angling Ethics complements the
Catch and Release philosophy that is
the hallmark of the Federation of Fly
Fishers and reflects the importance of
ethical behavior for all anglers.
Moreover, it provides a framework
for improving the angling experience
by combining consideration of the
fishery with respectful conduct
towards fellow anglers. Overall, the
policy denotes a journey in ethical
behavior for fly anglers and not a
destination.

Person-to-person and person-to-
resource ethics go hand-in-hand. Fly
anglers strive to understand and
practice the land ethic of Aldo
Leopold, which extends ethical
consideration to the land, plants,
animals, fish, and water that comprise
the entire ecosystem. An important
part of this land ethic is that fly
anglers support those programs that
sustain high species diversity, and do
not support policies that could cause
the premature extinction of another
species. The Native Fish Policy of the
Federation of Fly Fishers is based on
this ethic of preventing fish species
extinction.

The following nine behaviors
comprise the Federation of Fly
Fishers' Code of Angling Ethics:

1. Angling ethics begin with
understanding and obeying laws
and regulations associated with
the fishery. Fly anglers
understand that their conduct
relative to laws and regulations
reflects on all anglers. Angling
ethics begin with and transcend
laws and regulations governing
angling and the resources that
sustain the sport.

2. The opportunity to participate in
the sport of fly fishing is a
privilege and a responsibility.
Fly anglers respect private
property and always ask
permission before entering or
fishing private property. They
seek to understand and follow
the local customs and practices

associated with the fishery. They
share the waters equally with
others whether they are fishing
or engaging in other outdoor
activities.

3. Fly fishers minimize their impact
on the environment and fishery
by adopting practices that do not
degrade the quality of the banks,
waters, and the overall
watersheds upon which fisheries
depend. These practices include
avoiding the introduction of
species not native to an
ecosystem, and cleaning and
drying fishing gear to prevent the
inadvertent transport of invasive
exotics that may threaten the
integrity of an aquatic
ecosystem. In simplest terms, fly
anglers always leave the fishery
better than when they found it.

4. Fly anglers endeavor to conserve
fisheries by understanding the
importance of limiting their
catch. "Catch and release" is an
important component of
sustaining premium fisheries that
are being over-harvested. Fly
anglers release fish properly and
with minimal harm. They
promote the use of barbless
hooks and angling practices that
are more challenging but which
help to sustain healthy fish
populations.

5. Fly anglers do not judge the
methods of fellow anglers. Fly
fishers share their knowledge of
skills and techniques. They help
others to understand that fly-
fishing contributes to sound
fisheries conservation practices.

6. Fly anglers treat fellow anglers
as they would expect to be
treated. They do not impose
themselves on or otherwise
interfere with other anglers. They
wait a polite time, and then, if
necessary, request permission to
fish through. They may invite
other anglers to fish through their
positions. Fly fishers when
entering an occupied run or area
always move in behind other

anglers, not in front of them
whether in a boat or wading.

7. Fly anglers when sharing the
water allow fellow anglers ample
room so as not to disturb
anyone's fishing experience.
They always fish in a manner
that causes as little disturbance
as practical to the water and fish.
They take precautions to keep
their shadow from falling across
the water (walking a high bank).

8. When fishing from watercraft fly
anglers do not crowd other
anglers or craft. They do not
block entrances to bays or
otherwise impede others. Fly
anglers do not unnecessarily
disturb the water by improperly
lowering anchors or slapping the
water with paddles or oars.

9. Fly anglers always compliment
other anglers and promote this
Code of Angling Ethics to them
whether they fish with a fly or
not.

The following is a shortened
version suitable to be carried by the
angler:

• Fly anglers understand and obey
laws and regulations associated
with the fishery.

• Fly anglers believe fly fishing is
a privilege and a responsibility.

• Fly anglers conserve fisheries by
limiting their catch.

• Fly anglers do not judge fellow
anglers and treat them as they
would expect to be treated.

• Fly anglers respect the waters
occupied by other anglers so that
fish are not disturbed

• When fishing from a watercraft,
fly anglers do not crowd other
anglers or craft or unnecessarily
disturb the water.

• Fly anglers respect other angling
methods and promote this Code
of Angling Ethics to all anglers.
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