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Dear Grandparent and other Relative Caregivers,

There are thousands of grandparents and relatives like yourself in Arkansas:  Kinship caregivers who are caring for their relative’s children because a parent has been arrested, is serving time in jail or prison, or has an addiction problem or mental illness.  We realize that you have made a great sacrifice because you know how important it is for children to have a loving adult they can count on in their lives.  We know you never planned for your life to turn out this way.  Caring for someone else’s children is difficult, and the rewards are quite uncertain.  For all you do, you receive little thanks.  We want you to know how much we respect and appreciate what you are doing.  You are valuable, not only to the children you’re caring for, but also to our community.

We hope the information in this booklet will help you understand some of the complicated choices you may be facing.  We also hope it will help you find the resources you need.  If you need other assistance, please call on us.  You’re not in this alone.

Centers for Youth and Families

CENTERS FOR YOUTH AND FAMILIES

The Parent Center

5905 Forest Place, Suite 205 Little Rock, AR  72207


Centers for Youth and Families wishes to thank the following individuals who contributed to the development of this guide:

Dee Ann Newell - Centers for Youth and Families/The Parent Center

Merry Alice Hesselbein – attorney ad litem, Pulaski County Juvenile Court

David Manley – Center for Arkansas Legal Services

Billye Burke, Wilma Rodgers, and Boyd Ward – DHS, Division of Children and Family Services

Special thanks to River Ginchild-Abeje, Staff Attorney for Legal Services for Prisoners with Children and Melinda Perez-Porter, Staff Attorney for the Brooksdale Center on Aging, for posting “Grandparent Caregivers:  A National Guide” on the internet.  Their online guide served as the model for this project.  It can be visited by connecting to:

http://www.ig.org/justice/cjc/Ispc/manual/cover.html

Reproduction of this publication, in whole or in part is permitted and encouraged.  When reproducing this material copies should contain the statement

 “Reprinted with permission of Centers for Youth & Families, Little Rock, AR” 
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What you should know about

CARING FOR CHILDREN IN DISTRESS

IS IT WORTH IT?

The situation you are in is hard on everyone.  For you it may mean redoing everyday life, giving up your normal routine and freedom, and maybe even giving up plans for retirement.  You may have raised your own children and now find yourself suddenly parenting young children again.  In addition, the children you are caring for have been wounded and are in distress.  Discipline, building trust, and communicating with a different generation takes patience and energy.  Unfortunately, you may not have the energy you had when you were a young parent.

Not one of the caregivers we’ve known has ever told us that the sacrifices they made weren’t worth it.  Along the way you will also find moments of joy and pleasure and someday you’ll have the satisfaction of seeing the children you’re caring for become adults with a strong sense of pride and respect for their family.  That moment makes everything you are going through now worthwhile.

FEELINGS
Whatever the reason that the children you are caring for are not with their parents, the children feel abandoned and may think it’s their fault their parents aren’t with them.  Children may misbehave when they feel guilty, confused, unwanted, or ashamed.  You have not only taken on the job of protecting and raising these children, you are also faced with the stress of coping with children who have troubled emotions and behavior.  It is an extremely trying experience.  You offer love and security, but not all of the children respond.  Understanding children sounds right and easy, but it is often much more difficult.

The loss of the parent needs to be talked about in a way that fits with the child’s age.  Some children will blame themselves for the parent being arrested, and if the topic is never discussed, this self-blame may show up as a behavior problem.  When families keep secrets, or do not allow certain topics to be brought up, a tension builds in the family that is uncomfortable for everyone.

If you raised the children’s parent, you may be feeling self-blame too.  You may be wondering “Where did I go wrong?  Maybe this is all my fault.”  You may also feel overwhelmed with all the changes in your life.  You may also be feeling angry that you’ve had to start caring for children again when you thought your days of parenting were over.  If the children’s parent was arrested and is facing going to prison, you may be feeling scared for the parent.

It’s never helpful to vent your anger and frustration with the children’s parent by telling the children their parents are awful or ‘no-good’.  The children are having enough trouble sorting out how they feel and making sense of what’s happening to them.  They are looking to you to help them feel better about the situation.  If you need someone to talk with about how you feel, it may be helpful for you to talk with another adult or contact one of the support groups listed in this guide.

DISCIPLINE
Disciplining children who are in distress can be stressful for both you and the children.  Consistent rules and clear expectations of what is and is not acceptable behavior can help the children develop a sense of safety and order at a time when they are feeling scared and uncertain.  You should be clear with the children about what behaviors are okay and not okay.  Expect the children to test the rules A LOT.

You may be caring for children who have been abused.  When they are disciplined they may become fearful or aggressive.  Spanking a child who has been abused isn't helpful.  Simply saying “no!” may not work either.  So what do you do when children act up or are disobedient?

It is important to set very simple rules when the children first come to live with you.  The rules need to be stated very clearly even written down, and the consequences of breaking the rules need to be stated at the same time.  More rules can be added over time.

OTHER CHILDREN

In addition to the children who are no longer with their parents, there may be children who were already in your home.  This is a trying time for them too.  They have to adjust to ‘new’ children in their home.  They may feel resentful, angry, and betrayed.  Their feelings can erupt into behavior problems, too, causing even more stress in the family.  These children also need to talk about their feelings.  Again, the support groups listed in this guide can help.

If you have questions about discipline,

Parent Center staff can help.

Call (501) 666-6833.
What you should know about

CENTERS FOR YOUTH & FAMILIES

WHAT IT IS
Centers for Youth and Families is a private, not-for-profit behavioral healthcare organization that provides specialized prevention and intervention services to help the emotional and social well-being of children and families.  One of these services is Family Matters, a special program for children who are living with someone other than their parent because a parent has been arrested or is serving time in jail or prison.

ABOUT FAMILY MATTERS

Caregivers and children participate in monthly support groups.  Transportation and dinner are provided.  Caregivers learn about resources that can help their family.  They also have the opportunity to share their experiences in a supportive environment.  Case managers help caregivers who are having problems getting public assistance and also connect children with referral resources.

While caregivers meet, children ages 4 to 17 attend therapeutic groups that help them cope with the emotional trauma of their parent’s arrest or incarceration.

Family Matters also offers counseling for families who are adjusting to a parent’s return to the home from jail or prison.

TO REGISTER TO ATTEND FAMILY MATTERS
To enroll in Family Matters, or to speak with a case manager about a particular problem you may be having, call the Family Matters Program Coordinator, Dee Ann Newell, at (501) 666-6833.

OTHER SERVICES

FAMILY COUNSELING

The Outpatient Counseling Center offers services for children ages 2 – 18 who have emotional or behavioral problems.  Individual, family, and group therapy are available based on the needs of the youth.  Particular emphasis is given to child/parent conflicts and family dynamics.

The Dyslexia Training Center offers instruction to children and adults who have reading disabilities.

DAY TREATMENT SERVICES
These specialized classroom treatment programs are designed for children and youth, ages 2 – 18, with social, emotional, or behavioral problems who can no longer function in a regular school setting.  These programs offer individual, group, and family therapies, occupational and speech therapies, and case management services.

THERAPEUTIC FAMILY HOMES
The Therapeutic Family Homes Program recruits and trains foster parents for children ages 3 to 6 who have emotional, behavioral, and adjustment problems.

RESIDENTIAL PROGRAMS

Elizabeth Mitchell Residential Children’s Center provides intensive residential psychiatric help for children, ages 6 – 12, with serious emotional or behavioral problems.

Elizabeth Mitchell Residential Adolescents’ Center offers intensive residential psychiatric services to youth, age 13 to 18, who have serious emotional problems and who have not been successful with treatment in a less restrictive environment.

THE PARENT CENTER / COMMUNITY EDUCATION
The Parent Center provides community based, culturally sensitive parenting programs that focus on the prevention of child and family problems.  Classes are provided for a wide range of participants including single and divorced parents; traditional families; foster, blended families, and grandparents; high risk and court ordered youth; incarcerated mothers, incarcerated fathers; mothers in drug/alcohol recovery programs; child care providers; teachers; and prenatal and parenting teens.

STEPPING STONE YOUTH SERVICES

Through this program, delinquent youth involved in the court system, their families, and other at-risk youth in Pulaski and Perry counties are provided with a variety of prevention, intervention, and treatment services.

Stepping Stone Emergency Shelter provides 24-hour crisis intervention and short-term residential care for homeless and runaway youth ages 8 to 18.

Therapeutic Independent Living Program provides group living for adolescents ages 16 to 18.  Room and board with appropriate supervision are provided along with an individual treatment/service plan.

THE SHEPHERD’S RANCH
The Shepherd’s Ranch is a long-term prevention-based program designed to eliminate poverty, crime, and hopelessness in the lives of disadvantaged youth by instilling in them a sense of responsibility, confidence, and a strong worth ethic.  Children are accepted into the program at age 10, and with constant "“shepherding"” remain until they graduate from high school.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

To find out more about how Centers for Youth and Families can help your family, call (501) 666-9424

What you should know about

SCHOOL ENROLLMENT
WHERE TO GO
To enroll a child in school you will need to go to the district office NOT the school.  For schools in Pulaski County contact one of the following:

    NORTH LITTLE ROCK                       LITTLE ROCK                          PULASKI COUNTY

        Fran Jackson                                         Nancy Akers                                  Eddie Collins

   2700 Poplar Street                                    501 Sherman                                 925 E. Dixon Rd.

North Little Rock, AR  72115              Little Rock, AR  72201                  Little Rock, AR  72206

        (501) 771-8010                                  (501) 447-2950                                (501) 490-2000

IF POSSIBLE TAKE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING
A letter from the child’s parent (notarized if possible)     OR

Power of attorney     OR

Court papers showing you are the child’s guardian

ALSO TAKE WITH YOU
Child’s birth certificate

Child’s shot record

Child’s social security card

CHILD CARE PROGRAMS
Some schools have programs for children whose caregivers begin their workday before school starts, after-school programs, and programs for pre-schoolers.  Ask your school district about these.

IF YOU SUSPECT A CHILD HAS A DISABILITY
If you suspect the child you are caring for has a disability or learning problem, write a letter to the principal of the school asking that your child be tested for special education.  Keep a copy of this and any other letters about children in your care.  The school has 7 days to notify you of the date of a conference.  That conference should be held within 21 days of the date of your letter.  If the school denies the testing, ask for the reason for that denial in writing.

For more detailed information about this process, request  copy of “A Parent’s Guide:  Civil Rights/Education” from Advocacy Services Inc.  (501/269-1775 or 1-800/482-1174).  This booklet explains commonly used terms, the process for having a child evaluated for special education, parents’ rights to independent evaluation, the child’s legal rights to services, how to file complaints, and self-advocacy.

What you should know about

MEDICAID

WHAT IT IS
Medicaid provides limited medical services and contributions towards the cost of medical care for eligible persons.  Children with special health care needs whose families are partially or wholly unable to provide for those services may be eligible to receive assistance from Children’s Medical Services (CMS).

WHO IS ELIGIBLE
Eligibility for Medicaid depends upon a number of factors and is determined on a case by case basis.

WHERE TO APPLY
   DHS  -  North Little Rock





    DHS  -  Little Rock

1900 East Washington Avenue



         1101 Martin Luther King Drive

 North Little Rock, AR  72119




  Little Rock, AR  72202

        (501) 682-0100






       (501) 682-9200

     DHS  -  East Little Rock




         DHS  -  Southwest Little Rock

       1424 East 2nd Street





     6801 Baseline Road

     Little Rock, AR  72201





  Little Rock, AR  72209

           (501) 371-1300






        (501) 371-1100

Hours 8:00 A.M. – 4:30 P.M. Monday through Friday

If you live outside of Pulaski County, contact the Department of Human Service office in your

area.  A list of phone numbers is included at the back of this booklet.
WHAT TO TAKE WITH YOU
Child’s birth certificate

Medical bills for the past three months

Documents that show your relationship to the child

Proof of income

See the section of this guide on Temporary Employment Assistance

for information on where to get important documents.

What you should know about

SUPPLEMENTAL SECURITY INCOME
WHAT IT IS
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) provides a basic monthly income to children or adults who meet the Social Security Administration’s definition of disabled if their income falls within eligibility limits.  In addition to cash assistance, a person who receives SSI also receives Medicaid.

DEFINITION OF ‘DISABILITY’
Social Security defines a person as disabled if the individual has a physical or mental impairment that is expected to keep her or him from doing any substantial work for at least a year; or a condition that is expected to result in death.

The following is a list of some of the disabilities for which individuals might receive SSI:

HIV

Blindness

Deafness (in some cases)

Cerebral Palsy (in some cases)

Downs Syndrome

Muscular Dystrophy (in some cases)

Significant mental deficiencies

Diabetes (with amputation

When applying for SSI for a child, you will be asked to describe how the child’s disability affects his or her disability affects his or her ability to function as a child of similar age normally would.

WHAT TO TAKE WITH YOU
Take the applicant’s:

Social Security Card



Birth certificate

Proof of income




  Medical records (if any)

School records




Day care records

WHERE TO GO IN PULASKI COUNTY

Social Security Office




Social Security Office


    700 West Capitol




     8000 JFK Blvd.

           Little Rock, AR  72201


       North Little Rock, AR  72113

Call before you go!  If you think you or a child you are caring for might be eligible for SSI, please call Social Security at 1/800-772-1213 before visiting the office.  Don’t give up!  This process takes a long time.  If your first application is denied, there is a process for appealing the decision.  Many times people are denied the first time but approved in an appeal process.

What you should know about

TEMPORARY EMPLOYMENT ASSISTANCE
WHAT IT IS
Welfare reform ended Aid for Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) and created the Temporary Employment Assistance (TEA) program.  The purpose of TEA is to help economically needy families become more responsible for their own support and less dependent upon public assistance.  To receive TEA, you must sign a Personal Responsibility Agreement.  You will work with a case manager on a plan for finding work UNLESS you receive assistance as a “child only” case or meet other conditions for being exempted from the requirement of work.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE
Eligibility is based on a person’s income and resources.  In most cases cash assistance is limited to a total of two years in a lifetime.  Day care and Medicaid may continue beyond the two years.

“CHILD ONLY” CASES

When you apply for TEA, you can receive assistance for just the children you are caring for.  This is called a “child only” case.  In “child only” cases, your income and resources are not counted in determining if you are eligible for assistance – only the children’s resources and income are counted.  Also, the amount of assistance that you receive would only be for the number of children in the “case.”  Since there is no adult in the case, the work requirements and lifetime limits DO NOT apply.

WHO IS EXEMPT FROM THE WORK REQUIREMENT?
If you decide that you want to be included in the TEA “case”, you will receive benefits for yourself and the children, but you will be expected to meet the work requirement.  There are some cases, however, in which you could be included in the case and exempted from the requirements.  These include:

If you are caring for a child who is receiving assistance and the child is less than one month old.

If you are medically incapacitated or have a disability that prevents employment.  The Social Security definition of disability is used.

If you must remain in the home to care for a family member who is seriously ill or unable to care for themselves.

If the parent is under 18 and living with you, the work requirement does not apply to the parent as long as the parent is in full-time education or training.

WHO IS EXEMPT FROM THE 2-YEAR LIFETIME LIMIT?
If you receive assistance as a “child only” case, the 2-year lifetime limit does not apply.  The limit DOES apply, however, if you receive assistance for yourself and the children unless you qualify for an exemption.  The exemptions include:

Parents and caregivers over sixty years of age.

Parents and caregivers caring for a disabled child or adult relative.

Parents and caregivers who are disabled.

A child when necessary to protect the child from risk or neglect.

A parent less than 18 years old who is living in a parent’s home or in an approved adult-supervised setting, if the parent is in full-time education or training.

PROTECTIVE PAYEE
If the child’s parent is receiving TEA, but you are caring for the child, ask a case manager about becoming the child’s protective payee.  This will allow you to receive the assistance check to help with the expenses of the child.

WHAT TO TAKE WITH YOU
Child’s social security card.

Proof of income for all people in your household.  This includes wages, unemployment, SSI, child support, and any other source.

Phone numbers and addresses of people who can be reached during the day who know that the children are living with you.

Child’s birth certificate to show who the parents are.

If you are a grandparent, you will also need your son or daughter’s birth certificate to show that you are related to the child’s parents.

If you are the child’s aunt or uncle, you will need a copy of your birth certificate and the child’s parent’s birth certificate to show that you are the parent’s brother or sister.

If you don’t have the social security cards or birth certificates you need, ask the person at DHS who takes your application to help you get these.
COOPERATION WITH CHILD SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT
When you apply for TEA, you must tell Child Support Enforcement about any child support that is being paid.  If the parents aren’t paying child support, you must cooperate with Child Support Enforcement in such things as establishing the father’s paternity and testifying at child support hearings.  When you go to Child Support Enforcement, take BOTH the parents' social security numbers, where they last worked, information about existing child support orders, date and place parents were divorced, and anything else that will either help locate the parents or establish if there is a child support order.

Even if the parent isn’t paying child support, you can receive TEA assistance as long as you are working with the Child Support Enforcement to help them recover child support or get child support started.  If you can show through police reports, counseling records, or other ‘official’ sources a reason that you are afraid that cooperating with Child Support Enforcement would result in you or the child being harmed, you may be able to receive a ‘Good Cause Exemption.’

WHERE TO APPLY IN PULASKI COUNTY
DHS  - North Little Rock





    DHS  - Little Rock

1900 East Washington Avenue



         1101 Martin Luther King Drive

 North Little Rock, AR  72119




  Little Rock, AR  72202

        (501) 682-0100






       (501) 682-9200

     DHS  - East Little Rock




         DHS  - Southwest Little Rock

       1424 East 2nd Street





     6801 Baseline Road

     Little Rock, AR  72201





  Little Rock, AR  72209

           (501) 371-1300






        (501) 371-1100

Hours 8:00 A.M. – 4:30 P.M. Monday through Friday

If you live outside of Pulaski County, you can find the phone number for the Department of Human Service office in your county at the end of this guide.

If you have problems or questions,

call either a Family Matters case manager at (501) 666-6833

or Advocates and Relatives for Kids at (501) 771-8169.

What you should know about

DEPENDENCY/NEGLECT PROCEEDINGS

Dependency/neglect hearings are held in the Juvenile Division of Chancery Court.  There are a number of reasons a child may be involved in dependency/neglect proceedings.  It may be that the child was taken into protective custody by a worker from the Department of Human Services or a law enforcement officer who has reason to believe the child is at risk of being severely maltreated.  A child may also be involved in a dependency/neglect proceeding because the child’s parent is incarcerated, mentally or physically unable to care for the child, or is institutionalized and has been unable to arrange for safe and appropriate care for the child.

WHEN A PARENT IS ARRESTED
When a parent is arrested and taken to jail, it is important for the parent to contact someone to care for their children.  If there is no one able, willing, and suitable to care for the children, the children will be taken into the care of the Department of Human Services.  If the parent is incarcerated, the parent should talk to their lawyer about a transport order so they can attend proceedings concerning their children.

PROBABLE CAUSE HEARING
The Department of Human Services must file a petition and affidavit with the juvenile court within 72 hours of the children being picked up stating the facts that led to the children being taken from the home.  If there is evidence that the children are at risk, the judge will issue an emergency order.  Within 5 days of the date the emergency order is issued, there will be a hearing called a ‘probable cause’ hearing.

If you want the children to be released to your care, you should contact an assessment worker at DHS in the county where the child was taken into custody as soon as possible.  A list of phone numbers for state DHS offices can be found at the back of this guide.

Let the worker know that you want to care for the children.  Ask the worker to begin a ‘home study’.  This must be done before the children can be released to you.  You should also attend the ‘probable cause’ hearing.  The children’s parent will know when this is being held because they will receive a summons.  You can also call DHS or the court to find out the time and date of the hearing.  It is important that you attend this hearing and let the DHS assessment worker, the lawyers, and judge know that you are available to care for the children.  

At the probable cause hearing the judge will decide if there is enough evidence of abuse or neglect to require keeping the child out of the home.  At this hearing the judge may:

Return the child to the parent
OR

Place the child in someone else’s custody

OR

Place the child in foster care

HOME STUDY
Before the children can be placed in your custody, there will have to be a ‘home study’ to make certain your home is a suitable place for the children.  After the home study is completed and approved, the children can be released into your custody.  The parent will have the right to visit the children and make decisions about the child but will not be able to take the children from your care without the judge’s permission.  If you want the children to be released to you but can’t afford to care for then, let the DHS worker know that you need assistance.

FAMILY REUNIFICATION
If the children are placed in foster care, a family reunification plan will be written that says exactly what the parents must do to get their children back.  If it becomes clear that within 12 months the children cannot be reunited with the parents, there will be a hearing to make a decision about permanent arrangements for the children.  At the permanency hearing DHS may recommend that:

A person other than the parent become the permanent custodian of the children,
OR

The parents rights be terminated and the child placed in an adoptive home
OR

*Children may no longer remain in foster care beyond 15 months of the past 22 months.  A permanent placement is required by federal law under the Adoption and Safe Families Act of 1997, passed by Congress.  An exception to the required Parental Termination filing under ASFA is a kinship placement.

INCARCERATED PARENTS
The Department of Human Services DOES NOT have to provide family reunification services if the parent was convicted of certain acts.  These include murder or voluntary manslaughter of another child, aiding or abetting such acts, or  felony assault which resulted in serious bodily injury.  In most cases, however, parents and children are entitled to family reunification services even if the parent is incarcerated.  A lawyer may request that the juvenile judge order family reunification services such as visitation and phone calls and, if needed, request funding for collect calls and transportation costs.

The parent should call or write both the child and the caregiver on a regular basis, being mindful of the expense of collect calls.  The parent should also stay in contact with the social worker and request reports on the child’s progress.  As the caregiver, you may want to send pictures, copies of school reports, and medical records to the parent.  You may want to encourage the parent to send cards, handmade items, art, or other items the child would enjoy.

The parent should keep copies of all legal documents, a record of calls and letters to the child, and contacts with the lawyer, social worker, and the court.  While the parent is serving time, they should take advantage of programs such as parent education, substance abuse treatment, and domestic violence groups and keep a record of their attendance.  A detailed record will better prepare the parent for periodic hearings.

TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS
When parental rights are terminated, the parent no longer has any right to care for or even visit the child.  When parental rights are terminated, a child can be placed for adoption.  Also, unless a grandparent is granted the right to adopt the child, when the parent’s rights are terminated, grandparents’ rights are also legally ended (see the section on Grandparent Visitation).

WHO TO CONTACT FOR MORE INFORMATION
For more information about dependency/neglect proceedings contact the Department of Human Services.  A list of phone numbers for the various agencies around the state can be found at the end of this guide.  You may also want to contact the clerk for the court where the hearings are being held and ask to speak to an attorney ad litem.

What you should know about

KINSHIP FOSTER CARE
WHAT IT IS
When a child has been abused or neglected by a parent, a judge may give the legal custody of the child to the State after a hearing has been held.  When this happens, children may go into foster care which is run by the Department of Human Services, Division of Children and Family Services (DCFS).  State law requires that DCFS attempt to place children who are in their care or custody with a relative.

Relatives who are approved to become foster parents receive payments to help with the children in their care.  Kinship foster care payments may include money for food, clothing, shelter, daily supervision, school supplies, personal needs of the child, medical care, dental care, incidentals, social services, and supportive services such as counseling.

CHILD MUST BE IN THE CARE, CUSTODY, OR

GUARDIANSHIP OF THE STATE
You may be caring for a child whose parent has been abusive or neglectful, but you are NOT eligible for assistance as a kinship foster parent unless the state has legal custody of the child.

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT
Grandparents and other relatives who become kinship foster parents have certain duties and responsibilities.  While the child is in foster care, the placement of the child will be supervised by the Department of Human Services.  As a foster parent, you cannot make major decisions about the child’s life without the approval of the state since the state has legal custody of the child.  If at any time the home of the kinship foster parent becomes disapproved, the child can be removed.

BECOMING A KINSHIP FOSTER PARENT
A relative who wants to become a kinship foster parent must go through an approval process identical to becoming a foster parent.  This process includes:

Checking to see if there has ever been a charge of child abuse or neglect that was found to be valid against anyone living in your household.

Checking the criminal background of members of the household.

Checking to make certain the house meets certain safety standards.

Checking that family members are in good physical and mental health.

Attending 10-week training for foster parents.

REUNIFICATION
When a child is placed in foster care with a relative, there will be a plan that says what the parent must do in order for the children and parent to be reunited.  A relative who is a kinship foster parent is expected to cooperate with this plan.

TERMINATING PARENT RIGHTS
When children are placed in foster care, a plan is written that says what the parent must do to get the children back.  DCFS will review the case periodically to decide whether it would be in the best interest of the children to end the rights of the parents.  This might be done where the problems that led to the children being removed from the parent’s home have not been corrected.  One possibility is that the children will be placed in permanent foster care for adoption after the parent’s rights have been terminated.  (See the sections of this guide on Dependency/Neglect Proceedings and Adoption Subsidies.)

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON KINSHIP FOSTER CARE
Centers for Youth & Families/The Parent Center

(501) 666-6833

AARP Grandparent Information Center


(202) 434-2277

What you should know about

GUARDIANSHIP
WHAT IT IS
Guardianship is a legal arrangement created through an order of the probate court.  Unlike an adoption where a parent’s right to custody is completely and permanently terminated, legal guardianship suspends the parent’s rights.

RIGHTS & RESPONSIBILITIES
A legal guardian has the right and responsibility to make important decisions concerning the child.  As guardian, you are also responsible for the care, custody, control, and education of the child and may be held responsible for the child’s “bad acts.”

RETURN OF CUSTODY TO THE PARENT
If you are the child’s legal guardian, the parent does not have the legal right to remove the child from your care without the court’s permission.  The parent must go to the probate court that approved the guardianship and ask that the guardianship order be terminated.  If the parent takes the child before the court modifies or terminates the guardianship, the parent may face criminal prosecution.

If the parent can demonstrate that he or she has adequate housing, a legal and stable income, and is responsible to resume custody, the court may discharge the guardian and return the child to the parent.

BECOMING A LEGAL GUARDIAN
You or your attorney must fill out several legal forms, notify the parents, any current legal or actual guardians, the child and all relatives named in the petition, file the papers with the Probate Court in the county in which the child resides or is present and set up a hearing date.

There will be an investigation to determine if you are a suitable guardian.  This investigation may include checking to see if you have a criminal record or if there has ever been a confirmed allegation of child abuse against you.  In Arkansas, having a felony conviction automatically disqualifies you as a guardian.

IF YOU CANNOT AFFORD THE FEES
There is a fee of about $120, depending on the county in which a petition for guardianship is filed.  If you cannot afford this fee, you can apply for a waiver of court fees and costs (also called an In Forma Pauperis application).  Applications are available from the County Clerks Office.  You MAY qualify for the waiver if you are receiving financial assistance under many government programs including SSI, Temporary Assistance to Needy Families, or Food Stamps.

You may also be eligible for a waiver if your monthly income meets a certain limit or if your income is not enough to pay for the common necessities of life for yourself and your children or grandchildren that you support.

LEGAL HELP
You may feel that the process of preparing and filing the guardianship petition and asking the court to grant the petition may be too complicated to do without professional help.  If you cannot afford a lawyer to help you file a guardianship petition, contact one of the following organizations.  They may be able to provide free (pro bono) or inexpensive services or they may be able to refer you to an attorney who can help without charge.

Center for Arkansas Legal Services

209 West Capitol, Suite 36

Little Rock, AR  72201

1-800/950-5817
or

(501) 376-3423

UALR School of Law Legal Clinic

1201 McAlmont

Little Rock, AR  72203

(501) 324-9441

Arkansas Bar Association

400 West Markham

Little Rock, AR  72201

(501) 375-4606

What you should know about

ADOPTION
WHAT IT IS
Adoption is a legal status granted by a judge after the rights of the child’s natural parents have been terminated.  The natural parents no longer have any rights.  The adopting grandparent becomes the child’s legal parent with the same rights, duties, and responsibilities as a natural parent.  An adoption can be terminated during the first year after the adoption if there is proof that fraud was committed.  After the first year, the adoption cannot be ended.

If you adopt your grandchild, you can suggest someone to take care of the child when you die by writing a will.  You can also suggest someone to take care of your grandchild if you are sick by picking a standby/springing guardian.  The court will consider these preferences but will make a decision based on what it believes to be in the best interest of the child.

PUBLIC BENEFITS
Since an adoptive parent is treated as the child’s parent, once you adopt your grandchild your income will generally be counted in figuring the child’s eligibility for public benefit programs such as food stamps, SSI, and Temporary Employment Assistance.  If the child was receiving assistance from a public benefit program, there is the chance that they may not be eligible when your income and resources are counted.  Also, if the child was in foster care and you received a foster care payment, that payment will stop when you adopt the child.

ADOPTION SUBSIDIES
Adoption subsidies are payments that help cover the costs of caring for a child.  These payments continue until the child turns 18.  To receive an adoption subsidy, the child must have been in foster care and have special needs that have made it difficult to find an adoptive home.  Special needs might include the child’s age, race, or physical, mental, or emotional disabilities.  Not all children in foster care are eligible for this subsidy.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT ADOPTION SUBSIDIES, CONTACT:
Department of Human Services

Division of Children and Family Services

626 Donaghey Plaza South

P.O. Box 1437

Little Rock, AR  72203-1437

(501) 682-8984

What you should know about

GRANDPARENT VISITATION RIGHTS
At the time of the 2002 reprinting, the United States Supreme Court and the Arkansas Supreme Court have overruled existing laws, and we have no grandparent visitation rights.

If you suspect your grandchild is being abused or neglected,

call 1-800/482-5964.

What you should know about

FINS PETITIONS
WHAT IT IS
FINS stands for Families in Need of Services.  When you file a FINS petition, you are asking or petitioning the juvenile court for help.  The three usual grounds to file a FINS are when a juvenile is skipping school, is habitually disobedient at home or school, or is leaving home without permission.

WHAT SERVICES ARE PROVIDED
When you contact the juvenile court about a FINS petition, you will talk with a case manager.  The case manager may know of places that can help without filing a petition with the court.  If you decide to file a FINS, you will be referred to an intake officer/attorney who will help you prepare the petition.  There is a fee for filing this petition.

If the judge grants your petition and orders your child to receive a service such as residential treatment, the child can apply for Medicaid to help pay for that service.  In this case, only the child’s income is used to determine their eligibility for Medicaid.  This can help if you need assistance but have too much income to qualify for Medicaid or if your private insurance does not cover this type of care.

This does not guarantee that Medicaid will pay for the treatment.  Before the child begins to receive services, you should ask the provider what will happen if the service turns out not to be covered by Medicaid.

WHAT YOU SHOULD TAKE WITH YOU
You should make a list of the problems the child has had along with the dates the problems occurred.  Also take any documents or records about the problems.  These might be school attendance records showing that the child has been skipping school or disciplinary documents.  If your child has been in counseling, take information about where the child was seen and what they were being seen for.

WHO TO CONTACT IN PULASKI COUNTY
Juvenile Justice Complex

3001 West Markham, 2nd Floor

Little Rock, AR  72204

Fore more information about FINS petitions, call (501) 340-6700 and ask to speak to a case manager.  If the child you are caring for is having problems, don’t wait for the problems to get worse.  Centers for Youth & Families can help.  Call (501) 666-9424.

PHONE NUMBERS

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

County
Arkansas

Arkansas

Ashley

Baxter

Benton

Boone

Bradley

Calhoun

Carroll

Chicot

Clark

Clay

Cleburne

Cleveland

Columbia

Conway

Craighead

Crawford

Crittenden

Cross

Dallas




Phone Number
870-946-4519

870-673-6591

870-853-9816

870-425-6011

479-273-9011

870-741-6107

870-226-5878

870-789-4201

479-423-3351

870-265-3821

870-246-9886

870-598-2282

870-362-3298

870-325-6218

870-234-4190

479-354-2418

870-972-1732

479-474-7595

870-732-5170

870-732-2552

870-238-8553

870-352-5115




County

Desha

Drew

Faulkner

Franklin

Fulton

Garland

Greene

Grant

Hempstead

Hot Springs

Howard

Independence

Izard

Jackson

Jefferson

Johnson

Lafayette

Lawrence

Lee

Lincoln




Phone Number
870-222-4144

870-367-6835

501-329-5408

501-329-9831

479-667-5044

870-895-3309

501-321-2583

870-236-8723

870-942-5151

870-777-8656

501-332-2718

870-845-4334

870-698-1876

870-793-6876

870-368-4318

870-523-9820

870-534-4200

479-754-2355

870-921-4283

870-886-2408

870-295-6337

870-628-4105

County
Little River

Logan

Lonoke

Madison

Marion

Miller

Mississippi

Monroe

Montgomery

Nevada

Newton

Ouachita

Perry

Phillips

Pike

Poinsett

Polk

Pope


Phone Number
870-898-5155

479-675-3091

479-963-2783

501-676-5643

479-738-2161

870-449-4058

870-773-0563

870-763-7093

870-563-5234

870-734-1445

870-747-3329

870-867-3184

870-887-6626

870-446-2237

870-836-8166

479-889-5105

870-338-8391

870-258-3111

870-579-5491

479-968-5596

479-968-5596


County
Prairie

Pulaski-North

Pulaski-South

Pulaski-SW

Randolph

Saline

Scott

Searcy

Sebastian

Sevier

Sharp

St. Francis

Stone

Union

Van Buren

Washington

White

Woodruff

Yell


Phone Number
870-998-2581

501-682-0100

501-682-9231

501-371-1100

870-892-4475

501-315-1600

479-637-4141

870-448-3153

479-782-4555

870-642-2326

870-994-7358

870-663-1242

870-269-4321

870-862-6631

501-745-4192

479-521-1270

479-442-4029

501-268-8696

870-347-2537

479-495-2723
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