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President’s Column

February is here. That means we are in mid winter. | hope the recent rain, sleet, and snow did not
cause any of you any problems. There is some aggravation that goes with it, but it could be worse. |
recently worked VABEBM near Toronto Canada. His temperature was five degrees fahrenheit. | would not
trade with him.

Hamfest is near and initial plans have been made. I'm sure final details will be discussed at the next
club meeting. A lot of work and effort goes into planning and hosting a hamfest. A special thanks goes
to all who coordinate and plan for it. We look forward to seeing ARVARF members and all other hams on
March 6th.

Remember the Tuesday night net, and thanks to all who participate. Also club meeting location has
been changed to Western 8izzlin. Hope to see you there February 17th.

73
Roger

ARES/RACES Meeting FCC okays BPL proposal

Pope County ARES/RACES has been asked to FCC Okays BPL Proposal:
participate in a disaster drill on February 25th ZCZC AGOS5
with the Pope County OEM and Arkansas National OST de WIAW
Guard. The drill will take place at Russellville High ARRL Bulletin 5 ARLB005
School from about 9:00AM to 3:00PM. We plan >From ARRL Headquarters
to utilize Amateur TV to provide portable or Newington CT February 12, 2004

mobile video to the Indident Command Center at To all radio amateurs

the high school.

SB QST ARL ARLBO005
In preparation for this drill, we will have our ARLB005 FCC okays BPL proposal
regular monthly meeting at 7:00PM on Thursday,
February 19th at the EOC on Weir Rd. All hams The FCC has unanimously approved a Notice of
are encouraged to come to the meeting and to Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) to deploy
participate with us during the drill. Broadband over Power Line (BPL). The NPRM is
the next step in the BPL proceeding, which began
Charles Shingleur, KSNRC last April with a Notice of Inquiry that attracted

more than 5100 comments--many from the
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FCC okays BPL proposal (continued)

amateur community. The FCC did not propose any
changes in Part 15 rules governing unlicensed devices,
but said it would require BPL providers to apply
"adaptive" interference mitigation techniques to their
systems. An ARRL delegation that included President
Jim Haynie, W5JBP, attended the FCC open meeting
in Washington, and later expressed disappointment in
the FCC action.

"The Commission clearly recognized that the existing
Part 15 emission limits are inadequate to stop
interference, but it's placing the burden of interference
mitigation on the licensed user that's supposed to be
protected," said ARRL CEO David Sumner, K1ZZ.

Sumner said that if the FCC really believed current
Part 15 emission limits were sufficient, it would not
have had to require that BPL providers institute
interference mitigation systems. The FCC has not yet
released the actual NPRM, and a presentation by the
FCC's Office of Engineering and Technology (OET)
revealed only its broad outlines. Sumner said the
League would not take a formal position until it
reviews the full NPRM.

Anh Wride of the OET staff spelled out the scope of
the NPRM, which only addresses so-called "access
BPL"--the type that would apply radio frequency
energy to exterior overhead and underground low and
medium-voltage power lines to distribute broadband
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and Internet service. She said the OET staff
believes that interference concerns '"can be
adequately addressed." Wride said the FCC's BPL
NPRM:

* Applies existing Part 15 emission limits for
unlicensed carrier-current systems to BPL systems.
Part 15 rules now require that BPL systems
eliminate any harmful interference that may occur
"and must cease operation if they cannot," she
noted.

* Requires BPL systems to employ "adaptive
interference-mitigation techniques, including the
capabilities to shut down a specific device, to
reduce power levels on a dynamic or remote-
control basis and to include or exclude specific
operating frequencies or bands."

* Subjects BPL providers to notification
requirements that would establish a public
database to include such information as the
location of BPL devices, modulation type and
operating frequencies.

* Proposes guidelines to provide for consistent and
repeatable measurement of the RF emissions from
BPL and other carrier-current systems.

Mirroring his colleagues' enthusiasm, FCC
Chairman  Michael  Powell called BPL
"tremendously exciting." While conceding that
BPL has "a long way to go," the chairman said it
could be "the great broadband hope for a good part
of rural America." Powell also said the FCC's OET
has worked very hard to try to "get their hands
around" the issue of interference and that the FCC
would continue its vigilance in that area.

continued page 3

THE REPEATER
Editor / Designer
Jimmy Poole, WU5X
Columnists
Melissa Schaefer, NSHX
John Evans, WB5BHS
Roger Sayer, AC5YG




The Repeater

Page 3

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

ARVARF meeting at Western Sizzlin:
Tuesday, February 17

7:00 p.m. Those who want to eat,
come at 6:00.

ARVAREF Net:

Every Tuesday at 8:00 p.m. on
146.82 (except club meeting night)

Net Control Stations:
February N5RQD
March KC5BVO

April WASBDU
May N4OWB

ARVARF Hamfest:
Saturday, March 6, 2004
8:00 A.M.
Hughes Community Center

ARVAREF web page:
www.cswnet.com/~arvarf/

Arkansas Section Web Domain:
www.arkansashams.org

FCC okays BPL proposal (continued)

The FCC is expected to issue the complete Notice
of Proposed Rule Making within a few days and
will invite comments on it sometime after its
publication.

Additional information about BPL and Amateur
Radio is on the ARRL Web site,
http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/HTML/plc/.
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Source: W1AW Bulletin via the ARRL.

The North Arkansas Amateur
Radio Society Hamfest 2004
Cancelled

Despite the listing in the March issue of QST
magazine, the hamfest for March 13 in
Harrison, Arkansas has been cancelled. |
hope not too many hams travel a long
distance to find it not being held.

Please pass the word.

73,
Don Jackson, AESK



